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The frontispiece is a· reproduction (not very successful, 
1 am afraid), of a magnificent granite statue of S. Corentin 
now in the road in the parish of Cast (Finistère)- it cornes 
from an ancient chapel in the parish.-G.H.D. 
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A.M.D.G. 

S. CORENTIN, First Bishop of Armorican 
Cornwall. 

" J le ll' IIS in 1 he dt·serls 1 ill 1 he da1· o/ !t is siteluinq 
t llt(u lsrod.''- l.uk t· i .. XO. 

ln these wonb is sut~lmed up th e g..-eakr p:u·t of the life of S . 
.John the Baptist. <llld tiH·y exact!~- describc thal of S. C01·em in. the 
p:tlt"o ll -..aitll of th is paris h oî Cu t·y. The lege11d o î S. Cort·ntin tells 
us n othin_g whatcver about h is part•nb.>:e m· ea.-ly liîe. excepl tha t lw 
w:ts b on1 o î Clnistian Jl;u·ents in Annorica, and thal he chose a 
ht·rmit liie at l'lom odit· rn in the Îorcsl oi :\e,·et. 

Til(" re ;H-e ic w •non· lovely ,-i ews in l ht• wodd than th a t of the 
lb~· of ( )ou:lnlenez. As you stand al Dou:ll-nt·:wz and loo], north­
w:ll·ds acro-..s the h !ue wa tt·r-.: o f the ha~-. y ou see in front of y o u t he 
diîf,.. of the long pe11 insula o f Cn>zon (on the o!het· ,..ide o!" w!.ich is 
!Île A bbey oi l.:u!dn-e11ncc) st1-elching wes! w:t rd .; towards P.rest. To 
tht· ,-i.'-:!11 oî you r ise the th1·ec peak,.. of the he:ntliiulmotl!ltain c:l!led 
tla· .'lktll't. llom ."' You han· hali Cornouailh- lwfore you, and 
Ïlt·l wt•t' ll y .. u and the !ofty ,\ !enn Hom is the sitt· o f the lwrm it a .~e oi 
S. Co•·e:.l itl. .. A spacious c ha pel. buiit i:1 the Îon11 of a cross. co,·ers 
th t· spot where his cel! " too d. ln i:s Cothicwindowsare t he n: mains 
oi :111Cie nl ... taincd glass. Behind the high allar is a carn·d reredos 
on which is rep•·est,nted the saint heing consecr:lled hi -.. lwp. The 
c ha pt·l is shadcd b y noble 1 recs, wh ose foliagt· hi de,.. from YÎcw the 
Slll'l"Olll l<ling count,·y. A fcw stcps away is a foun tain t'o\·ered w ith 

* The '' au tho,·i t ie.; .. followed hY the au thor of Tite Clmnhcs 
an d on!Ît/IIÙÙ·s o/ C tll:l ' t111d (;llni.ot~llo<" ha,·e lt-d him into somc 
slran .~:t· bl unde•·s. :unong otht-rs that of i(kntif_Yillg tht: i\lent'z llom 
wit h ,\\cnlwniot ! 



a gr-:mite an:h: il is on :1 lill!<: slopc, and tlw stn·am which .ilows 
fnun il falls in a ca,;cade. whose munnur is !lw only solllHI which 
breaks tlw ..;olitudt·, t''\<.:epl when the wind hlows irom the ,..,.a, :111d 
you lw:n· d H' t·o:n· of tht· wan·" in the l:ay of Dou:n·nent'/., whi1·h '" 
dos~· b~·. tlwugh out oi ,..i,:_:h l. The sprin.:.: i,.. the most :ohund:111l 111 

tlw who!.: country. willh tht· e"n·ption of that of Sainll--Candide at 
S c:1l'r.'' ( :•;, Corent in, p:u· J'abbé A. Thon1:~s.) 

ln d 1i, fo untain. or in the st rc:nn ilowing in1m it. liY<:d a 
miraculou,; fi,.. h. Each day S. Corentin eut from it a ,..lit'<' to 't·rn· 
f<ll" his dail~· meal, and the instant hl' rTplan·d it in the wat<-r tlw 
lïsh w:1s w hole as hdor·e. lt c:unc- to P""" thal one d:l\· (;.-:dio n, 
l'in.~ of Cor nouailfc.:, \V;ts hunting in tite forl':-.{ \ \'Ïth l:is :--.uit(', :tnd 
füund S. Co rl'nt in hy the "'ued fountain . Th<: !~ ing :111d his t'<> li rt in,. 
wen· tirc·d and hungr~· . and :>skl'd for · food, CooTrHin lliHkrrool. ro 
feed tht• pa •·t_,., and ).:ding to th,· fount :>in he eut fr·mn hisii,iJ sufiicil'll( 
pi<Tes to sati,..iy tlH· w:mts of ali. The colu·tie•·s wen· stupeiÏt·d. and 
one oi them, out of nn·iosity, look the IÏsh himst'li and eut a pic·tT 
fnun it, but it was twwbleeding:~nd mutilall-d. Con·ntin h<::ded tlu· 
lïsh and w:n·ned it to disappe:u· to aYoid flu·ther ill-treatmc·nt. and it 
\\'as 1\t\'<."r :-.<.·t·n again. Tu siu)\,. his .~l·: ttÎilulc, Kin:..: (;rallon :~:1\T to 

Con·nt in h is p•·ope•·ty in the neighbouring fon ·st and a hun t in.!.! sc·at 
it contained . (l>own to tïX9 Plomodienl bc·longed to the· hi,.h oJb of 
Quimper.) 

One day Corentinldt Plomodil'rn to ,·isit :moth:·r hl'nnit in 
the for~·,..t oi ;'\en·t. S. Pr:nwl (tu· P,·imai.'!.) (l~e:Hkrs of r\na tok 
Le !kaz w ill I'<'IIH'illb<"l' his dt·sniption oi S . p,.j,ll'l i11 7/t, · l.tlllll of 
Panions, !:k. ii., c. 1.) The ,..ite of his lu·nnitag<· is marl;ed hy a 
ntined t·l~:!pel in the parish of St. Thoi,. (The ,-i,.it of S. Con·nt in to 
S. ~>rime!;,. the suh:et·t of on:· oi llH· paintin.'-'·" h~· '1':111 Darg~·n t itt the 
Cathedral of Quimper.) Aftt:r a <by spc·nt in conYcr,.a!ion :dwut 
sacrcd things. the night was p:~ssnl b~· the t wo holy men in psalrns 
a n d h\'mn,; and spir i tu:~l ""Il!-:"· l n the lllOI'Ilill.!.! th .. ~· JHTp:lr~·d to 
cclebt:ate t l•c Holy Mys:e,·ics. \\' ater "'"" wantc·d to mi" "ith the 
alt:ll' winc: P•·imel dcpartnl lo fetch somc·. The weil was di,.t:mt. 
and P1·imd was old and lame. 1\lon·d wi:h t'OillJI:IS,ion, Corentin 
stntck the ground ncar the oral<H"Y with his sta fi. and :1 copious 
spring gushed fo•·th. (Th is incident is pn>hahi~· intn>duced '"' 
account of tlw fact th:~t a chapd of S . J>,·imd cxi,.,tcd in <)uimpcr. 
the city of Corentin.) 

The l'l:pm·t of thes<: m iracles soon afte•· bnHJght to Co•·ent in"s 
lwnnita.\.!t' t wo s:~int ly ,-i,..itors, S. Patern and S. Malo. Con·nt in 
gaYe thl'm a wann wckollH', a11d offt..-ed them hospit:dity: he had 
n ot hing in h is n·ll e"n·pt a lit tk'hread, hu t go ing wilh his pit chc·r· to 
till' fou ntain to fl'lch w:~tt·• -. Ill' fou11d it iull of cds, which lw <.:ookt·d 
and sd lwfor<· his guests. The watcr in the jug had also hccome 
wnu·. Pat~Til and Mal v r<;-( urned hon a: full of wondt·r at wh a t had 
happened, and Jll':li,in,<: Him \ Vhv " openl'lh His ha nd :~nd filkth :~Il 
1 hin~s li\'Ïil .~ \\'Î I h plt:nh.:ousness."' 

Fi n :d ly it c:nne lo pass t hat the people of Cornouaille demanded 
Corentin to h e th e i1· IÏrst bishop. (i'\othing is told us wi th r(·gard to 
thi,; cxt•·em<·ly intcr·estill,\.! a nd important slcp of t h~' c reat io n of a 
new d ioee"" oi Cornouailk, about w h ich we should he so glad to be 
inionnt·<l. Nor arc \\'(' told by whom Cort'ntin had be~·n ordaincd 
priest. lie was sc n t to Tou1·s to be consecrated b~· S. M:u·t in, in 
com pan~· with two monks conspicuous fo•· wisdom and holin~·,;,;, S. 
\Vinwalo<· and S. Tudy. S. r\l:t,·tin laid his hands on him, a11d hal­
lowed him to hl· bi,;lwp, but wlll'n a,..kcd to blcss \Vinwaloc and 
Tudy as abhots of t wo mollaste•·ies in Cornouaille, he •·dlhcd. "a~·ing 
tha l that was the offin· of Cw·e11tin as their d iocesan, and that if he 
did so. it might be a JHT<.:cdcnt to his successo r·s to da im it as a 
•·ight, to the prejudice of the bishops of Conwuailk. (T he S:mctoral 
oi Quimp~·r of 1 ~00 "tales that (;r:dlon sent Corentin, \\' inwaloc and 
Tudy to S . J\lartin, a,;king him tu conscc•·ate whichc'T'' of th<: thnT 
he thought m ost fi t for t he office.) 

Cor<•ntin •·l'turned lo his diol:ese, and wa,; recci,-cd with gn:al 
lwnmn·. lk bkss<·d \\'inwalot· and Tudy, and instalkd thc·m( pt·c­
sumabl~· at Landevennec and Loct udy.) He diligcnt ly w a tdll'd over 
the flock eomm ittcd to him, and JH"<I\Td a shining l'"ample o f C\'cry 
Yirlue (in painful contrasl, says thl' anonymous autlwr of tltl' oldest 
Lifc of S. Corentin,with loo many of his succe,.sors at Quimpe1·.) B~· 
his prc:~l'h ing he <.:Oll\'erted wicked men, unbl'lil'Yers, and a postate 
Clu·istians, and brought bad; to the fold of the Clnu-ch many cn·ing 
souls. At length, worn out with h is labours, he •·c~torL·d to Clu·ist 
tlw talent committcd to his kc~·ping. and dcpartcd lo tla· jo_,·s o f 
heaYcn. Aftc•· his dea th many miracles made his name a hou,..l'fwld 
won! in B•·itt any. l ie was ,..u<.:<.:t'eded hy S . Conog:111. 
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S~~<.:h is the l!'gcnd of S. Cor·entin . Leg~·nd is hi~to· ·~·. in the 
sense. t h;~t t he legcnds and traditions o f a people are part oi its 
history. Evcr·~·one who lt-a n 1s th e hi~tor·y of l~onw is told tlw story 
of Romu(u,. a nd (~emus. i'lo one wou ld k now Britta ny who d id not 
know its legt•rHls and its fo lklore. Fnlln the legends oi Britta ny \\T 
le:u ·n t h a l t he sou! oi the Br·don people was moulded at its binh by 
the saints of the :}th and (ith centur·ies. ··The delicate ton~· of pure 
a nd s inc.:er·e e nth usiasm whieh c.:hu·aci<Ti•.es the Breton and lri~h 

l.::gends of the Sa i nt ~:· ~aid no less a pe rson than Rcn:111. ·· i.; 
trulv worHieriul, a nd no Church has anythin:.: to compare wi t h it ... * 
B ut. (; t· it icisnt llHISt ri.~orously c xa n 1Ïnc and lest in t.·:u:h <::t~c tht..· 
stories handed down abou t the eady lketon sain ts. \ \'ha t h as 
critic is m to ~ay wit h r·c.·:.:ard to tlw legt·nd of S. Corent in"! 

l t is de;n· that the author of the J\IS Liic 1 have pa raphrast·d 
lived after t ht· prima tial d ignity oi Dol had lwen abolishet·l and lkit­
tan v had bc.·c<Hnc.· once more pa r t of the t-cde,.ia~tic:d province.· oi 
Tm;rs. No Br·t'(on writc r eaditT than the l:ltlr eenltii"Y would han· 
representcd S. Con.: n t in as h:n·ing been eon sec•·ated by S. Martin, 
whic.:h in itsclf is of course impossib le. as S. Mart in dic.·d befor~· the 
immig ra tion from Br·ittany into Annorica had bcgun . The.· Liic.· oi 
Corent in this old \\Titcr has lcit us c.:on tains very lillle, ii an~·. tnJsl­
worthv info nuation about hi m . But o ne thing 1 think wc m ay lean• 
fnHn t he legcnds it records. S. Corent in was a henni t "ai nt . The 
m ost charac.: teri,.t ic.: f!'alure about the Ccl! ic.: c.:hurch was it s pn·ier·c.·nce 
ior the m onastic.: and c.:r-emi tic liie. lt isquite what wc should c.·xpc.·ct 
to find when we a rc told that the fir·st bi~hop o f Quimper was t:oken 
from a he nnitage. (The Lifc of our· own S. Pc.·i roc.·k siHm·,. us SS. 
S amson and Gm·tlmoc,:o lr-..,ady b ishops.Ji,·ing in eclls by t hemsd\'C.'s. ) 
A c.:u r io us <.>xam pk in ou r· own tim<.> of a hennit of the Celtie type.· 
m av be fo u nd in C ha rks <k Foueau ld. At Bcni-Abbi·s in the Sahara. 
"tl;e n a ti\'eS:' sa ys M. Rent:; Bazin. " rcspected t he e ndosurc oi 
Br·other C h a d es. His repu tation fo•· holi11ess made.· c.·\'eryt hing within 
it sac red. T h e Bedouin unloaded Iris e:unel inside the n>w of pc.·bblc:s 
which mark~·d its bound:u·ies, the poor· A1·ab woman lcft h t' r fa).!Ot 
there, the buteher deposited his pile of blecding goa tskins, ~ure to 

* 1 would m ent ion thc rder·encc to th e Bn·ton sai nts. c.·~p~·cially 
SS. \\ï n waloe a n d C orent in. in c.-! of l~c.·né Bazin's channing 
Br·~·ton JH>vt·l J\ f at!t lllll' Corcn!ÎIIc. 
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fine! them t hcn~ next day tllm lOiestcd." (This m ost in tc.-n·sting 
biography s hows. hy the way, lrow legends grow u p about r·c.· m:u·k­
able char:u.:ter·s c.·ven du r ing their· l iic.-time. "Aire:1dy L('J.:C.' IHI had 
takc.·n po~sc.--•sion of tlw sto ry o f t he henni t of Nazareth and .lcnrsa­
lem . :nid •· mlwll i~hed it wit Ir its orna m ents. so oft('n gnlllndlc~~ a nd 
l'aise. The \' i lbgc.·rs r·dated thal Bn>ther Charles 10\Td tolet hinhelf 
down to t he h ottom oi a dr·~· weil, thc...-e to pr·ay undi~turhcd for 
hours. i'iotlrin.g was tn1e in tlrcse and si rnib r stor·ies. excepl the 
venera t io n wh id 1 <.:1·eated thc.·m.") 

Ftn·th e r·. it is n·ry s ign iiica nt tha t till' Bishops of Quimper-, 
down to the ti nH.: of th e (~evolut i on, \\Tt·c 11ot c.·ntitled Bishops of 
Q u im per, b u t Bis !rops of Corno uaille. t he dion·sc was cal led the 
d iocesc.· of Cornouaille and t he canons of Quim ptT Cathcdr·al 
wcr-e cnwns of Cornouaille. Conlr:u·y to thc un iversal <.:u~tom of 
the \Vc~tcrn Church, the bisho p oi th is Breton sec took his tit lc.·. not 
fr·om a city. but fn>m a district. a d istr·ict the nameoi which , idcntical 
witlr thal of a m o de r·n Englis h c.:ounty, shows it to han· bcen a colon y 
fmm thc S.\V. cxt•·emity oi (;r·ea t B1·i tain. lt is just possible tha t the 
sec cit~· of Cornouaille may h ave lwen o1·igi nally Carhaix. which was 
eertain ly the capital of the d i,.trict inl~omantimes, but it i,. pn>bahk 
thal Cort· ntin li \'ed at Q uim per. a s t he r·c i" a holy wdl there he:n·ing 
h is namc.·, (on tht· south sidc of t he r·i,·er· Odet, in the l~uc Pont­
Finnin.) tlw ~·atlH·dr·a l is dedicated to Our Lady and S. Cor<.>ntin. 
and Quimp<.>r· was known as Quimper-Con·u tin down to t he l~c.·,·olu­

t ion. ( He is :d~o the pal ron of Poullaouen, and a t Baud.) 

The first ment ion of S. Cor·ent in in h istor·y is fou nd in '"' nlisten ·s 
!.ife of S. \ Vinwaloc (c. ~S:I,) wlrt·re a verse of poctr·y associa ll's the 
tht·t:c.· nanws of \\' inwalo<.>, (;,-,Illon, ;md Cor·cntin, and ~a ys th e.·~· li veel 
a ft(·r· the t ime of S. Tudu:d, founder· oi Tn'·.guier-. Thc.·sc tlu·ee n:nnes 
wer·e clearly the.· n ames handed dow n by t radition as thosc o f the 
thrc.·c ch id IÏ.gun·s in the early history of Cornouaille. the.· Kin:.:* o r· 
Courll of Cornouaille, the iirsl Bishop, a nd t hc founder of l.:n1de-

* Thc...-e was in the 1ïth c.:entut·y a kin d of cult o[ J..: ing C rallon. 
Alber t I.e Grand tells u s tha t in his timc the p:u·ishc.•s ne:u· 
l.:n alen·nnc.·~·. as A rgo l, Diru-ol, St. :\'ic, de .. u sed on ct..-t a in 
days to go to the abbe~· and sing a scn·ice in the or·atory o f l..:ing 
C rallon ior· the r epow o i his sou!. Down to the Re,·olu tion it 
WaS the C.:U ~tolll o n S. Ce~·i l ia"s day for· the der·gy ( O ast:c.·nd to 
the statue of l..: ing C rallon hetwc...-n the t wo we~t en1 towc•·~ oi 
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,·cnnt"<:. Sen·ral counts o i Cornou<>ille in histm·ical tim~:s hon: t he 
name 0 [ (;rallon. and it i" s ig nific on t that ali th n 111gh doc lOt h :uul 
11th centurie,_ tht" n nno ts and bi shop~ of Conoouaillt- wen· cloM:I~· 
co n•wctcd . t ht: bis ho p b c ing a l wa Ys chost"n kom 11,.. fa mil~· of t he 
counl. (Fo1· '-O ille timc t lw Bis ho pric was hen:dita r y. ) 

The n c:-.t rdc•·eiHTS to S. Co rent in a•·c fou nd in a m:it·n t 1 it anit·s. 
ln the n•r\' :ua:icnt litan\· known :•s the litany oî S. Vouga ~· . a t t he 
lwad of a Ïong list of B1·l:to n sain ts whose po·aye• s :uT in,·o~« ·d conw 
the nallll'S of th~: [ounden.; of the secs of Du\ (S. S:unson ) ol S. Malo. 
and 0 [ S. lkie m;, S. Cuidgal. S. Melaine o f l~ennes. S. Pat t·rn o f 
Vamws, and lïnally S. C o n·ntin (spdt SCE CHO UR E.''\TINE. M. 
Lot h sa vs tha t Ct>7t'l'<'llfin would be the 01·igio1:11 fonn o l th;· n:unt·. ) 
iollowe~l im m ediat e ly hy S. \\' inwalo~: . S. Corentin's name is fou nd 
in the C:uwn ol' the Mas.' in a \Vinchest<T missal of tlw lOth c~: n t ury. 
(Corpus C l11·isti Col lege. C:unb•·idgt·) and in t he litany of a Psaht·•· of 
Tours used at C h,·ist C hu1-ch, Canterbury. in l he 11th n·nllu·~·. ( ln 
the 12t h n·n tury. the Abbey o f Ahingd on cbimcd to p<>S'-l' '-S :1 ho ne 

of S . Cu u rcn t in. 

S. Con:ntin is m c nt ioned in the Roman d 'Aq uin. in t he SlT<>nd 
half o[ the 12t h cent u•·y. ( Edit ion J o uon des Loa.o.:•·a is, vers 302.;-

30~0. a nd note p. 1 i l\.) 

1 have sa id that, in a certa in sense,le;.:end is hist or~· . The cult 

of the sa in ts is also hist01·~· . 

\Vc fi n d the cult of S. Con: n tin in Brittany ali throu;.:h till' 
Middle A;.:cs. A favotll'it e B•'t'lon medi:t·val dn·otion wa~ tha t 
known as .Tro Nrci ;. -the pil;.:rima;.:e m;ode four tinws a )'l'ar· to th<: 
sh1·incs of the S even Saints o[ lkitt:my. the found t·•·s oi tlw secs ot 

- - --- · -

---Quimper cathed n 1l, wh<:n: a hy1~lll was sung wit h o •·eht·st !·al 
accompanime nl. A man t he n dunl~c:d u p on to tlw statu<: ,~· • t h 
a glass of wi ne and a sc•·viett ~: !>e ~>l lcred the ,;.:lass to thl' k m g. 
d 1·ank it himsdf, w ipcd t he kong s h ps. :IIH~ tosst•d the gohlet to 
t he crowd b elo w. H anyone caught ll. unb!·okc n he was 
rewanlcd wi t h 100 c ro wns. b u t the •·eward ' ' lwhe,·ed nen·•· lo 
have b een claimed . 

' Dol. S . ,\lalo. S. B1·ieuc. Trl-.o.:uiel'. S. P ol de Lt'·on, Cornouaille. and 
Vannes. S. Corentin wa" one of the sen·n. A sequence U'-l'd on his 
kst ival lw.c::1n : 

Sl'pll' lll sarH:tos \'l'llL'ITillllr 

Et in iiJi, :~dmi,·l·nllll ' 
SeptifornH .. 'Ill gral i:un. 

iii~ pr:~dubit CmTnt in us. 
Con!'.ecr:n·it que1n 1\l:u·l inu:-. 

J>raesukm Conwbiae. dt:. 

T la· :~utlmr oi the oldest l.ii'e oi' the sa int tel!s us that owin;.: to 
the m iraeks w•·ou:~ht at Qu imper they had had to pull down the 
c:~thedr:d. and bui ld a lar.c:er one. ln 101X Alain Cai;.:nard. Count oi' 
Cornou:~ille, iea red he \\':IS ;.:oing blind. A t the ins! :ll ll'C or h i ~ wii'e 
.l udic •i.'·l. l" · l>:HI h imself carried to the ca thedra l o f ()u imper. :111d 
:~ ft er p•·:~y i n;.: thvn·, :~nd olïering on the :~ lt : 11· a t·h :~ rtl· r ,;.: iving to ( ;od 
:llld S. Cort·lltin cer ta in lands. he fou nd his ~i .c:ht completel.v re~tored. 
Two you ng nwn of t lw li ouse oi' Cornouaille WlTC saved from sick­
IH'S'- and death by the pra~·crs of S. Corent in . A woma n who 
intended to ofkT "ever:d Olllll'cs of wax at his sh 1·inc ch:m;.:l'<i he•· 
m ind at the Jao.;t moment. but found that ,.he could no long~r open 
the hand ,.Ill· I~:HI clo:<ed to withdr:~w the oikrin.;.:. On lwr rep~:nt­

a nce S . Co1·ent in :q>pl':ln:d to her· in a dn·am :llld ht·akd hl' l'. r\ 
t hi..i fn>nl Ll-on who "tok "0111<: silk :1t the Pardon of S . Coren t in on 
1,.t May was ,.( ruck wit h ien·r· and pabv. bu t was lw:t!nl l"· the ,_ai nt 
on his l'l'JK"ntance. T he abbey of .\l:11·;noutier" near Tor;,.~. wheiT 
till· hody of S. Corentin was c:1rried durin.c: the :\orman inva,ioll oi 
the lOth l"<·nt ury. :llld J'l'lai lied by 1 he nwnks, who \\TI'l' vt·r~· pn>ud 
of it, \\':1~ ont· tb~· v i ~it ed hy bri;.::mds. w:w bn>:~ched a lar_;.:l· t·a~k 
con tai11in:.: the monk,· wi11ter ston· of w ine . ,\ ft er othcr rdit·s h:~d 
lwen b rou;.:ht wit ho ut dicct . t ho"c oiS. Corent i11 \\'l'l'l' bnn•:~ht. wh en 
the w ine immed ia tel.'· n·:~~ed to ilow out of the ca~k . a1HI the bri,;.:and,. 
departed ia consternation ! Such werc the sto rics oi' woiHkr~ d ue 
to S. Corent in ',; interee~sic11. told •·owHI the IÏn:s idc hy <)uim per 
ll H'Il in :111 unc:rit it·a1 : t~l· . 

The miracle of the f:sh w ill recall to c\'en· Corni,hman the 
story in tlw li ft- <>f S . 1'\eot. rqll·e~ented in <HW of the :111cient .c:bss 
window" of his church in East Cornwall. !t <>lTlii'Sagain in the l.ife 
oi S. Pet rock . (lt has heen su.o.:gestl'll that the mi •·:~cul ou~ fish is de­
riYed irom a heathen Irish myth. the ·• S:dmon oi Scit·nn· .. th:~t 
li\'ed in "th~: Foullt:Jin of Coppla ... 



The ndt oi S. Con:ntin r..:eeÎvt>d an extraordina ry impvt11~ in 
the lïth <Tntur y. The 1ïth n•n<u•· ,- '"'""a grc:1 t reiig ious re, iv:.l ali 
0\TI' Frann·, and (''<P<·cial!~- in Bri tt:m~· - !î in lkittany it d id nol 
le:l\·e t he W.>IHkriul !it<T:u-,- mâm:menls sl·r:n:lll'< li k .. tho-.<· o! 
Bossuct :uHI bnnk~ of <k•·otio n like thos<· of S. F.·:uH·Îs dt· Sah·-. it 
produced in oth•·•- p:trls oi F,-:llll"l', it k-it a no !e~s lastin.<.: lll<>IHIIII<"Ill 
in 1 he Îllll'llS(' ;111(1 IH' rlll:ll wn l d,·,·ot ion to the Cat !1<>l ic t-:,·li;.: ion it 
a r,,used in t h<.· ~.- ntit·t· Bn.:ton p<:a~an tr-y. Tht: leader of ih(' n·!i .~ i ous 
,.,.,-j,·a l in Brittany was FatiH'r ,\launoir. .\ l:.u:w i,- w:ts tlw .loln1 
\\' esley ol' Brill an::. lt was thmugh the in iilll'llt'<' oi :111 ('Ill husiastic 
.k·suit oi ()u imper. F.-. lk rn:u·d. thal ,\la:lll<lir was c:d:ed to this 
work. l n l li.>~l and lti!O the pla.c:u<' ,·isited ()u imp<·•-. a•Hl a thini oi 
the inhabit:nlls di,·d. in olll'di<·nct· to what Ill' lwl i<·'·"d to be· :1 

supernatu :·:ol admo nition, Fr. ikrn:u·d cdled to;.:etlwr the hn;·,<.:eois 
o! the cil,. a nd the v made :1 \'0\\' to ,.,-,.;:! :1 s<Tl'<':l in the cal lwdra l. 
:.nd plac~ 'there th,: rcli,- oi' th e annoiS. Con·ntin recently l'<'l 'O\Trcd 
inun Mannoutil·rs b v the personall''"rtions oi the bishop o! Corn­
ouaille. T he l'mllllai.n o l' S. Co•·c•:~tin was I"L">l:u·ed. :11HI the imac:l· o Î 
the saint h cncath thl· slu·i ne thal cm·<..-ed it. wh ieh had hl'l'll h,-,,k<'n 
hv a vuun~-: lihl'l'tint". was n:placcd by a Ill'\\' .-.t:llll<' a n d tlH' old Olll' 
,-~·,·er~ntly. •·t·pai:·ed and ,-, .. ,.n·ckd in tiw .ksuit coli<·.<.:<'- T hl' pl a:~lll' 
then ~t"ast·d. Th<· s;u nc ye;u· .\\:mnoi,- be;.:an thl' B,·don missio ns, in 
which he was to labour fo ,- ~_:;~-<·ars. S. COIT'n!Î:t was Ï1·. ,\l:lllnoi•·'s 
favouritc saint. Among- the Brdon hymns he \\TOI<' lo sin;.: <hn-in.<.: 
his m issions (another parai! cl with the ,\Id lh><lisl m m·t·m,·nt in 
Cornwall)was am<.·: r ica! /.i/<' <>/.\. C or<'IIIÙJ. Th<·rl' isalso a Br,·lon 
ll\onn tu ou•· saint bv ,\l i.-hl'l :\ohlt'lz. tlw l" ·c·cu•·so•· o! ,\l:lllnoir. 
!)uring this pl·riod th~·re li,·ed in (juimpe•· :t girl called C athl'r ÎIIl' 
lbnidou, w ho was dosd~· associalcd witb those t ' ll.l.!:t.<.:<'d in the 
work oi' tbl' Brdon missions. CatherÎnl' w:~s a ,·hild d:·i,·l'n innn 
home bv ;ln u nna(uralmot h<·•· and bru: a l stcpf:ttlwr. lie-r l<it- is ont· 
lonl.( sl<;rv o f ,·isions :~nd su pe rna tural events. Sh" \\'as told to t:tkl' 
S. C ore•;tin in the place oi' h,. ,- l'a th,.,-. and the s.1int consl:llltly 
:1 ppe:u·ed to her and lwfriendl'd her. 

ln the Middle Ages the t·hid f<.sti\'al o[ S . Corl'nt in was on lst 
Mav. At the prcst·nt time it is on 12t h lkce:nb<·.-. At .-> :1.111. the 
he:;,., . he lis o! Quin1per cathedral l h under fo,-t ha joyous p<·al, :md tIll· 
ehu,-~h is immccl iately im·a d<·d by an immense ,·rowd of pilg rims 

!(\ 

fnm1 ali pa rts o i' Corn ou:~ ille. (A crowd o! peas:1nts who han· 
w:tl kt·d J:) miles a nd mo•·e to dnu·ch in the d:u-k and cold and pmu-­
in;.: •·a in Îs :1 sight mon· i'•·cqut"ntly sel'n in B··ittany than in En.<.: l:111d). 
At the m ass the re is :1 SlTmon in pra ise oi S. Ctwent in in Brt:ton, :~nd 
B1·cton h~·m ns a•·e sung_ i'\o onl' rl'turns without h:n·in.<.: Jllll'l'h:lsl'd 
:1 su pp! y ol' cornies. Cornies :11·'-' a speci:~l fe:~tu 1-e of the Fea st o i' S. 
Corentin. as East<·•· <".<.:.<.:S :ll'l' ol' Eastc.-. They a •·c little cakes ol' oat­
nw:.l, shaped lik,· a mi!JT, sli.<.:htly •·aisl'd in the cen t•·'-'· wh ich is 
gilded. Bought a t S. Corentin 's fai,-, they arc st"nt to absent f1·iends. 
(The custo m is [i,·st ment Îo•wd in lï90, but is much olde•·. ) 

l'hl' church oi' Cu:- ~ · is d!:!dicated in honotu· o f S. Cort·ntin . 1t 
is "C:~ pell:~ Sti Corent ini" in Bishop S tapddon's l ~e;.:istcr. Durin;.: 
1 he :\1 id dl<- A;.:<'S the p:n·ish "'""' dt> pendent on t hat of Brl'a.<.:l'. 111 

1:-i'll) a [,·csco was dist:o,·e:·ed in Brea.<.:c church, 1Tpr<·st·ntin;.: S . Cor­
entin in l'O]'t'. d:dmat ;,. and :db, with a massi,-e paslo•·al staff a nd a 
\'l'l'Y !ar;.:<· m it re. By his si de is 1 hl' l<·gl:!ll<l:u·y iish. and above his 
lw:u! in black k-t t<·rs an· the words •· S te q uorentine ora pn• nohis." 

.\lr. C . ( ;, 1 kndt"r-.on \\Ti t<·s in a lette•· to lllt" dalt"d lOth .Juh·. 
" C u ,-,. is sonll'l imes ct! led Eglosken·y in oid dl·eds. and sometim~s 
Ctii'I'Ît on, i.e .. Corentin. 1 don't think hmH·,·e r 1 hat Eglosf>,.,.,.,. :~ c·:u· 
l.:lllnceston is tlw s:n1H' saint, io1· in the L'it h cen t ury th<· dedi.c tt ion 
is gin•;1 lo St. Ker ia, Virgin, one oi B,·yd•an ·s ch iidren. Then· is 110 

douht thal Cnry is S . Co:·<·ntin, :u~d that the ,-e was a Celtic monas­
tery thl',-l', as the n:unr;: Lamanna ( L:111-ma n:Kh ) wou Id impl~· . 

Luna nna i" nt•ar Ctii'Y ch tnTh. Tht: suhjection lo BJ-l':t.<.:t" \\':t'< pn>h­
ably o n ly :t post -Conqncst arrangement, due to !hl' l'act tlwt thl' 
m:uw1· of \Vinni:tnton extcndcd intu Brl'age:· 

f l'nd wi th a 1'! '\\' fr:t .'.:IIH'IIts from h~·mns Il l honour oi OUI' 

saint, in L:tt in , nrcton and French : 

l>an.'..:t' sok·JnnL·s. pia t ud):t. ca n t us 
l·l:le die cunel is t ihi s:lllc:tiOI-i 
{)u:te Corentinu m cnmulata p:d mis 

v,.,;, :Ill aslra . 

C:u-n<: dum niscis n·dit inte<.:rala 
ln cibum sc~<· tot;, .,., datun:~ 
,\<·qua lex st,-i,·ta<· quot il's su:ull'l 

Pr:tndia nH.·nsat:. 

11 



Sant Corentin, Patron Ke rne, 
Diouallit mad hor bm ; 
C,·it ma. virimp lezcn Doue 
Betcg he ur ;u· ma•·o 

E Kc n1e, menez ha t•·a onic n 
Zo dcoc'h a herz Do ue ; 
Glcpct int bet gant ho 

c'houeze n 
Dalc' hit st;u·d d 'ho leve. 

St. Corentin. Patro n o f Comouaillc 
Defend thv land weil, 
Make us t(> kccp t he Law of God 
Unto ou•· lives' end. 

ln Co rnoua ille, mountains and 
valle vs 

Are th inè, by gift of God ; 
The scene of thv labo urs. 
Keep weil thy 1:111d. 

0 peuple de Cornouaille 
C élt,b,·e ton Pastem· ! 

Sol du Léon, tressaille 
Pou•· I'C:Iu du Seigneul'. 

Que nos b om·gs et nos ,-illes 
Chantent saint Corentin, 

Sur les fl ots, dans les îles 
Exaltez-le sans fin! 

Jlf_y besf !hank.> are duc to Jl f iss Jlfar_y Nees [or dcsiy nÎll!J 
the covcr of this lill le book. 


