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SAINT MELOR. 

One of the most curious problems in early Cornish and 
Breton history is the legend of the martyr Saint Melor, Prince of 
Brittany, and patmn saint of two Cornish parishes-,Mylor and 
Linkinhorne, and of the parish of Amesbury in Wiltshire, as well as 
of Lan-meur and Loc-Melard and numerous other places in the 
north and west of Brittany. He was also (as Mr. Henderson has 
discovered) patron of a chapel in the parish of S. Martin-in-Meneage 
near the Lizard in Cornwall, so that his cult was really very wide 
spread on both sides of the channel. His legend is given us in a 
Latin "Life of Melorus," which as we have it now was re-written 
some time in the 11th 'or 12th century(?) at Amesbury, as it contains 
some stodes about the shrine and relics of S. Melor in Amesbury 
Church. It is contained in a MS. dating from between 1325 and 
1350, which was printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1516. I shall 
begin by placing before the reader a translation of this Life. We 
will then examine the Cornish and Breton versions of the story, and 
we will afterwards discuss the historical value of the Legend of S. 
Melor, and see what light can be thrown on the problem by the 
study of place-names in Cornwall and Bdttany. 

I. 

DE SANCTO MELORO, MARTIRE.~' 
In the beginning of the Christian Faith, while the apostolic 

doctrine was being spread abroad throughout the world among all 
the nations, the British race was converted to the Faith, and many, 
believing in the Lord and following the apostolic precepts, shon(;) by 

* Printed in Capgrave's Nova Legenda Anglie, Ed. Horstman, 
ii. 183-185. [3 



diverse miracles and virtues, among whom we faithfully believe the 

blessed J\llelorus to have been numbered. For the Blessed J\lleloms 

was of noble British blood,* and his father J\llelianus held the duchy 

of Cornwallt (ducatum Cornubie) : in whose time no rain fell upon 

the earth for seven years.t At length, by the instigation of a 

malicious spirit, in the seventh year of his rule, when the council of 

peers(consilium primatum)had been called together to consult for the 

good of the country, Riuoldus came and slew his brother J\llelianus 

while the council was being held, and began to reign in his stead. 

Melianus however had a certain little son, seven years old, named 

Melorus: whom after his father's death his uncle(Rivold)sought to slay 

fearing that if the boy survived and came -to man's estate he might 

take the duchy from him. Riuoldus therefore deliberating (with 

himself) what he should do, took the boy with him into Cornwall, 

where a council of bishops and many others had been gathered 

together§ And when he would slay the boy, they all prayed that he 
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" The V ita printed by Do m Morice adds "of those, namely, who 
held the dukedom of that nation. For the most holy man 
John was his great-great-great-great-grandfather, whom the 
Lord led by His angels out of the parts beyond the sea, with a 
mixed company of Britons, into Cornouaille (Cornubia). 
Daniel was the great-great-grandfather of Blessed J\llelorus. 
Budicus his grand-father had two sons, Meliavns the 
father of Blessed Melor, and his brother Rivoltns. And 
Meliavns took to wife one named Aurilla, of British race, of 
the land which is called Domnonia, the daughter of Judocns 
a famous count, who bare him Blessed Melor in the first year 
of his dukedom." The Vita published by Dom Plaine 
describes John as "a certain nobleman from beyond the seas, 
whose name was Law (Lex) or Rule (Regula) (according to 
M. Loth, this name would be in Breton, Reith) a man of royal 
race and great wealth. This man, after the desolation wrought 
bv the Frisians and Duke Corsoldus, fitted out a fleet, crossed 
the sea and came to our desolate Cornouaille (Cornugallia) 
with a great company, took the kingdom, and settled there. 
His son Budic succeeded him, and Budic had two sons, 
Meliavus and Rivodius. Meliavus was gentle, Catholic in 
faith, and just and upright in every way." 

might not be slain, but only that his right hand and left foot might 

be cut off. And so it was done. There were however afterwards 

made for the Blessed J\lleloms a silver hand and a brazen foot : and 

the pious and innocent (child) growing in virtu~s from day to day, 

was brought up in a certain monastery of Cornwall, and read divine 

scriptures until his fourteenth year. For one day in summer the 

abbot of that placell gathered nuts and presented them to the boy 

as to his lord: who began to collect them with his silver hand,** and 

that silver hand in wondrous fashion became supple as if it was flesh, 

and he began to stretch out his hand and to draw it in again, as if it 

was a natural hand with bones, nerves, veins, blood and skin. One 

day the holy boy took a stonett and threw it the distance of half a 

stadium (i.e., about 100 yards) and it fell upon a very hard rock and 

stuck fast in it as if it was soft wax. And when he had come to that 

place and drawn it out of the very hard crag (in which it was fixed), 

most copious waters issued out, and to this day a living spring 

t Conmbia in this Life of course always means A'rmorican 
Cornwall-Cornouaille. 

t " Within those years not a drop of rain fell in that kingdom, 
nor was the1·e snow, nor frost, yet the earth did not cease to 
bring forth its fruits most abundantly, and a daily dew 
preserved the soil from summer heats and winter cold, so 
that it was more fertile than in the surrounding districts." Vita, 
ed. Dom Plaine. 

§ The S. Malo Breviary of 1537 says that this council was held 
"in the land of Cornubia, in a place which is called Gobroidus." 
This place has never been identified. 

"On a certain solemn day, at noon, the family of the governor 
of Blessed Melorus, gathered together and going out into the 
woods," etc. Vita, ed. Dom Plaine. 

** " Then, as Tradition relates, he took a large part of the nuts 
and threw them through an open window" (per apertum 
veretri foramen seu istii repagulum-apparently some now 
forgotten game of skill shewing great address on the part of 
Melor, as the writer says it amazed those who beheld it.) (ib.) 

tt "A child's javelin (framea) (or sling-stone?) which is commonly 
called jJetraria." (ib.) 
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is seen to well forth from that place. But when his uncle* had 
promised his guardian Cerialtanus many gifts and possessions if he 
killed his pupil, a wicked bargain having been agreed on that 
Cerialtanus should cut off the innocent boy's head and bring it to 
Riuoldus and receive the promised reward ......... (there is a lacuna 
here-the sentence is left unfinished in the MS.) The boy having 
been thus beheaded, the son of Cerialtanus at his father's bidding 
was carrying the martyr's head by the wall of the castle, when by 
the Providence of God the Just Judge he fell from the wall and 
broke his neck and died. But the martyr's nurse, coming to the house 
in which the body was lying, saw both the angels of God and lamps 
shining with divine splendour. Cerialtanus indeed took the head and 
fled, and whent he was almost fainting from extreme thii·st, said to 
himself " Woe is me most miserable of all men, and worthy of every 
pain and torment ! 'What ·shall I do? For, afflicted with parching 
thirst, I am fainting and dying." And when he had many times 
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* "After he had worked this miracle by the aid of divine power, 
the report of Melor's sanctity began to grow and spr~ad d~y 
bv day and his uncle Rivoldus was constantly hearmg of It. 
Grieved at which and fearing lest his father's honour might 
be restored to the' boy, he called Ceria.ltanus and con~munt;d 
with him, and said to him, 'If thou wilt slay thy pupil, I will 
enrich thee with great gifts of lands and herds of cattle, and l 
will give thee whatever thou canst see from the top. of M~!lnt 
Coci,'" · (or Scoci, or Cuti. This hill has not been Identified. 
La Borderie, Hist. de Bret., I. 379, suggests the Menez Ho m, or 
Mont St. Michelnear Bras parts. Another version has "from 
the top of the highest mountain in Cornubia.") "Cerialta_nus 
returned home and told his wife all that Rivoldus had promised 
him if he would slay his ward, and she said "Go and confirm 
the bargain and get as good te~ms as t~ou mayest." He set 
out again froin home and returmng to R~vold.us proceeded to 
cement the agreement, and st.ayed with him a week. B~t 
Melor's nurse fearing lest the mnocent boy should be slam 
by wicked m~n, fled with her ward, .while her hus~?and was 
staying with Rivoldus, from Cornub1~ ~o D?mnm~Ia, where 
his father's sister, the daughter of Budicms, hved with Count 
Commorus her husband in his castle in the country of Po~­
castel (in Pago castelli) which is called B_occidus, (i.e., BetlZlt, 
from the Latin Buxus=box, about a mile W. of Lanmeur.) 
The Count and his wife with all their family rejoiced greatly 
at his arrival and Count Commorus said to him " I will give 
thee this castie in which I now reside, and will see carefully to 
thy upbringing until thou art of age." The news spread that the 

repeated these words, the boy's head burst out into human language 
and spake thus,--" Cei·ialtanus, fix the staff thou art carrying firmly 
in the ground, and thou shalt see a fountain of water rise suddenly 
from the earth, with which thou mayest be amply refreshed and 
escape the danger of dying by thirst to which thou art exposed." 
And when he had fixed the staff in the earth, it took root there and 
was turned into a most beautiful tree and brought forth branches 
and fruit, and from its root an unfailing fountain. began to well forth, 
and Cerialtanus, refreshed by drinking (therefrom), carried the 
head to Rivoldus. Who, receiving it with great joy, said to him, 
"Arise and. go up to the top of the monntain,t and all the 
neighbouring lands which thou canst see from it I will gladly give 
thee to possess." So he ascended the mountain, and just as he 
thought to look round him, he lost both his eyes, and ovei·taken by 
sudden death perished, and "his flesh melted like wax at the presence 

most Blessed Melorus had escaped from Cornubia to Dom­
nonia with his nm·se. Hearing which, Rivoldus was greatly cast 
down, always fearing what might happen. Again he sent for 
Cerialtanus and repeated his promises, and bade him kill 
Blessed Melorus, saying "Arise and quickly pursue after thy 
ward, and haste thee to slay him, and I will give thee forth­
with what I promised thee." Bidding fm·ewell therefore to 
Rivoldus and setting out in haste with Justanus his son, he 
came into Domnonia, and found Blessed Melorus with his 
nurse staying at the aforesaid castle.. And when Blessed 
Meloi·us saw his guardian, he embraced him as if he were his 
fatbei·, and rejoiced gTeatly; and trusting them entirely he 
wished to sleep in the same bed with them. But his nurse, 
who suspected their malice and foresaw what would happen, 
forbad him to do so, and renewed her prohibition next day. 
But the third night the pious and simple-minded boy earnestlv 
asked leave (to give this proof of his confidence) and his nurse 
affectionately kissing him said ' Go, I commend thee to the 
power of the holy and undivided Trinity, and may Almighty 
God do whatever is pleasing to Him concerning thee.' When 
night was come, the pious and innocent boy lay down to rest 
between them. But they, when all men slept, turned upon 
him in the silence of the night and slew hirn like an unresist­
ing lamb, and cut off his head and departed." (ib.) 

t "When he had come to the place which is called "The Monks' 
Court" (Curia Monialium, i,e., Lanneanou, see p. 43), fainting 
through bodily weakness, and the pangs of conscience, and 
almost dead with extreme thirst." (ib.) 

t "Mt. Coci." (ib.) [7 



of the fire.'"* The holy body (of S. Melor) howeved was buried in the 

place of his martyrdom, but next day it was found on the surface of 

the earth. And when, after the body had been buried in three 

different places, the same thing happened, they (presumably the 

neighbours) take council and place the holy body upon a cart to 

which two untamed bulls had been attached, and let it go without 

a driver whithersoever the power of God might will to direct it. 

And behold ! the bulls, suddenly become gentle, carried the body 

8] 

* A quotation from Psalm 68 (67) v. 2, Vulg. "The third day 
the same thing happened to Rivoldus himself .. " (ib.) 

t " Meanwhile the noble Count Commorus and his wife heard 
what cruelty had been wrought upon S. Melorus. And they 
were greatly grieved, and came to bury him .... And it seemed 
good to them to bury him in the house where he had been 
martyred ...... the third time they bore him to the place which 
is called Vicus Majoci (Gui-maec) and buried him there. But, 
as on the two previous occasions, so the third time also his 
body was found outside the tomb." (ih.) 

t "Here the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the sick 
are restored to their former health. The fame of the miracles 
which God wrought for His martyr was spread abroad 
throughout Armorica, through Domnonia and Cornubia and 
Bro-Weroch (in patria Gueroci, i.e., the region- of Vannes) 
so that the faithful in those parts said, as was meet, 
'Marvellous is God, Who works through this saint signs and 
wonders, for his sake who was slain in our land by the hands 
of wicked men in Castle Beuzit, (in · castro Boccido.)' 
The wicked men (who had slain Melor) having been put to 
death as they deserved and sent to the punishment in hell 
which they had merited, the head of the glorious martyr was 
for a long time in Cornouaille (Cornubia), and, while it was 
there, many dissensions, ha.treds and disputes arose between 
the men of the two consulates (i.e., Cornubia and Domnonia). 
At last the religious pontiffs of the two provinces (i.e., 
presumably the bishops of Cornouaille, Leon and Treguier) 
and the nobles of the country made a solemn agreement by 
oath, that the men of Comubia and Domnonia together, after 
fasting for three days, should, barefooted, carry the sacred 
head of the martyr and his glorious body to the Mount Aray, 
(the Monts d'Arree) which is on the borders of the two 
consulates, and should place them at some distance from 
each other, and that both peoples should pray .to the Lord in 
common that if the martyr should choose Domnonia rather 
than Comubia, his head might miraculously join his body, or 

to a certain place and stood still. And when the crowd, who did 

not wish it to rest there, set their hands, arms and shoulders to the 

wheels, they found the waggon had become by God"s will so fixed 

and immoveable that by no powe1· of man could it be moved. And 

when they had repeatedly attempted to do so and failed, giving 

thanks to God they buried the holy body with honour in that same 

place ; where, with faith imploring his help, they used to find with 

gladness the remedy they desired.! The head of the martyr was 

if he loved Cornubia rather than Domnonia, his· body might, 
without anyone carrying it, come to the head of its own accord. 
And so the two peoples did, as they had sworn. When 
therefore they had all knelt and together prayed to the 
Lord, and poured forth to God supplications, with the Lord's 
Prayer, that He would show them His will, in the sight of all 
men the holy head arose from the' place in which it had been 
laid, without anyone touching it, but by divine power, and 
sought ·its body, and remained there with it, as it had pleased 
God and the saint. The Domnonians therefore, unable to 
contain themselves for joy, rendered many thanks and 
triumphal praises to God and the holy martyr, and with 
hymns and praises carried back to the place where the bulls 
had first borne it, as was fitting, the so glorious treasure, now 
con1plete, and buried it honourably. The men of Comubia 
returned in sorrow to their own land. Afterwards however 
manv from both consulates came together to the Mt. Aray 
and ·constructed an oratory in honour of Blessed Melorus 
whe1·e this wonderful miracle had occurred. And each year 
many men of both peoples, se~king the mercy of God and the 
help of the Blessed martyr, used to come thither and offer 
many prayers and oblations to God and to the Holy martyr. 
And this good custom long continued in that country, until 
the heirs of the land (on which the chapel stood) overcome by 
cupidity, forcibly seized the oblati?ns which were being offered 
and disturbed the assembly wh1ch each year had come to­
gether there, nor could the custom be afterwards revived. 
And as the oratory, now deserted, became ruinous and 
disappeared, the men who had seen the aforesaid miracle 
fixed two stakes in the earth, one in the place where the head, 
and one in the place where the body had been laid, that all 
men in ages to come might know bow far apart they had been 
when the head sought its body, and how great a miracle had 
taken place. And the stakes which were fixed in that place 
are called to this day "The stakes of S, Melorus." On account 
of the aforesaid miracle a feast is held on Mav 14th in the 
churches where. S. Melorus is commemorated." · (This is the 
end of the Vita published by Dom Plaine.) [9 



brought into the presence of Riuoldus, and the tyrant touched the 
sacred head, and three days later died a miserable death. The 
head was therefore buried with the sacred body by bishops and . 
clerks. After many years had elapsed, preachers of 
foreign extraction, carrying the shrine with the relics of Saint 
Melorus about with them, afte1· travelling through many regions 
fulfilling their ministry, came at last to Ambrisburia, and put the 
holy relics Upon the altar. When they had discharged their duty of 
preaching, they tried to take the relics away with them but in no 
way was it possible to remove them from the altar, to ~hich they 
adhered like adamant. Deeply grieved, they (the preachers) 
accepted mUch money from the abbess and departed. Certain sons 
of iniquity, entering the church of Ambrisbury (sic) by night, carry 
off the shrine of Saint Melorus with them, and stripping off the 
plates of gold and silver (with which it was encased) they throw 
away the chest with the relics in a certain cave. A certain priest 
however, rising at dawn, saw a radiant column. of light descending 
from heaven upon the cave, and going to the place he found the 
shrine and took it back to the church. Saint Melorus 
appeared to the sacristan one night, saying, "Godrlc, get up quickly, 
behold ! the roof of the church is full of gaping cracks, it is shaking, 
and menaces instant ruin." After repeating the same warning the 
next night, on the third night be appeared and said, "Godric, rise at 
once, take the images and ornaments of the altar with thee and get 
out of the church as quickly as thou mayest ; for danger of death is 
without doubt at thy doors." And when he had gone out (of the 
church) the whole roof fell behind him, covering the whole space 
around with ruins. Leaving the earth however, he (Melor) 
entered heaven with the crown of martyrdom on the Kalends of 
October. (1st Oct.) 

*Antiphon. 
Let the whole choir of the Church reJOice and exult, as the 

holy day of victory comes round once more, on which Melor the 
martyr and athlete of Christ overcame the world and the tyrant by 
his innocent blood. 

10] 

* Antiphona. 
locundetur et exultet omnis chorus ecclesie, 
Recurrente et instante die festo victorie, . 
Quo Melorus Christi martir et athleta certamine 
Mundum vicit et tirannum innocenti sanguine. 

y Pray for us, S. Melorus. . . 
RJ That we may be made worthy of the prmmses of Chnst. 

Let us pray. 
0 God Who didst bestow on Blessed Melor such a gift of 

glory that h: carried with him the dignity of kingly birth to the 
brightness of heaven by the passion of martyrdom; .~ake ~s th~ou~h 
his prayers so to please Thee here, that we may reJOICe w1th lum m 
heaven. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, etc. 

Such is the Amesbury version of the Legend of S. Melor. Let 
us next see what was the Cornish tradition about S. Melor in the 
Middle Ages, before the Reformation had destroyed the local 
traditions about our Cornish saints. 

Medi::eval Cornwall was part. of the diocese of Exeter. The 
greatest of the ancient bishops of Exeter, Bishop Grandisson, wh.o 
was bishop 1327-1369, compiled a Legenda Sanctorum for his 
cathedral, which contains the following version of the Legend of S. 
Melor. No doubt it was the version used in the churches of Mylor 

and Linkinhorne. 

LEGENDA SANCTORUM. 
Saint Melorus, son of Melianus King of Cornwall, when he 

was seven years old lost his father. ' His mother (who came) from 
the Region of Devonia, named Haurilla, was of the family of Count 
Rivoldus who had formerly come from the parts beyond the seas. 
(This) m~st wicked usurper of the kingdom and most abominable 
fratricide Rivoldus took this Melorus and led him before the Peers 
(Primatum) to the council of Cornwall to be condemned. Now there 
were in their assembly several bishops, and innumerable clerks and 

Y Ora pro nobis, beate Melore, . . 
RJ Ut digni efficiamur promissionibns Chnsti. 

Oremus. 
Deus qui beato Meloro tale munus cont':llisti glorie ut regali.~ 

prosapie dignitatem. a~ celi t~ansfe~ret. c!antatem per m.arty~n 
passionem, fac nos sic eJUS prec1bus .hie t1b1 placere, ut cum Ipso m 
celis mereamur gaudere. Per Oonunum N.J.C., etc. [11 



troops of monks (ephabatorum). When therefore Rivoldus sought 
to destroy his nephew Melorns, the Rulers of the land (Proceres 
terre) refused their consent. But they could not convert him 
(Rivold) to the ways of kindness. 

Then alas! Saint Melor's right hand is cut off, and his left foot 
is struck off by his uncle himself ; and a silver hand and brazen 
foot are fastened on to S. Melorus, instead of his fleshly hand and 
foot. Oh, how strange and altogether hurtful is snch an exchange!­
instead of a hand and foot of flesh, to give him limbs even of silver ! 
But all men wonder at- the miraculous gift (we are now about to 
relate)-a (gift) given to no other Saint, which we know (to have 
been given to Melor) by the evidence of most learned men. S. 
Melorus' silver hand and brazen foot grew, just as the natural 
members of other boys grow ! He was brought up in the monastery 
(cenobinm) of S. Corentin,* till he was fully grown, and, possessed 
of good accomplishments, did wonders, and became known through­
out other provinces. 

And when so holy a report about Melorus began to spread 
through every province, and came (at last) to the ears of the wicked 
Rivold his uncle, (the latter) began to envy his nephew and to plot 
his death. And, while he was continually revolving in his mind 
how he might commit this crime, at the suggestion of the devil he 
invited the guardian (nuti·itor) of the most Blessed Melorus to dine 
with him, and the latter accepted the invitation. While they were 
dining, he begari to talk about Saint Melorus, saying " If thou kill 
thy pupil Melorus, I will make thee most rich in gold and silver." 
This he said because if he had willed to slay him openly, he feared 
lest his own soldiers might attack him, and so he wished him to be 

12] 

* "He was honourably received by religious men (monks) in the 
monasterv of Saint Corentin in the country of Cornubia." (St. 
Malo Breviary of 1537). "The chief minister of Blessed Corentin 
(Beati Corentini summus minister, i.e., the Bishop of 
Cornouaille, now called Bishop of Quimper, the see of S. 
Corentin) took him to a monastery (coenobium) in the borders 
of his district." Vita cited in Dom Morice. Preuves I. 224). 
After seven years the abbot who governed this monastery as 
the Bishop's delegate (procurator pontificis) handed over the 
young prince to a lay governor (nutritius). 

I · · t The w1'fe of (Melor's) guardian heard of this plot, 
s am m secre · · h' h' 
and sent the boy secretly to his fathe_r's ~ist~r. Heanng t IS, h~: 
guardian sets out to seek him, and as If w1shmg merely to ~ayl 
pupil a visit, lodges in the same house with him. They bot s e:t 
h f · b d Bnt when the bov had fallen asleep, t e t ere ore 111 one e . • 

guardian a;ose and cut off his head." 

It will be observed that Bishop Grandisson gives a so~ewhat 
different version of the story, and imagines that J?omnoma a~~ 
Cornubia meant our own Devon and Cornwall. He d1d not copy t 
MS used at Amesburv but he made considerable use of a ver?: short 
13th cent. Life De Sa~~to Meloro contained in MS. Reg. 8. c. vu. f. 16~ 
(Horstman's edition of Capgrave, I. p. xxv), several sentences o 
which he reproduces verbatim. He very slightly alters ;he sto:J 
however in one or two points. (The short Life just referre to ~n s 
with the same collect as on p. 11. The Exeter martyrology me?ho~s 
that "his relics are venerated in the monastery of Amesbury m t e 

Diocese of Salisbury.") 














































