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A. M. D. G. 

S. EUNY, Abbot and Confessor. 
GENESIS XII. i. 

Now the Lord hdd said unto Abram, " Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land 
that I will show thse." ____ , _____ ..... ________ ___ 

T HIS Sunday is Feast Sunday in Redr.uth and Lelant, 
because February 1st is the Feast of S. Euny, and S. 
Euny is the patron of. both parishes. / 

~ / 

. h-- ... _ j 

You come to worship God here every Sunday because a holy 
man of God, named Euny, buiit a chmch here 1400 years ago. 
Nearly every parish in Cumwall is called after a saint, but our 
Cornish churches were not· 01 iginally 'dedicated to the saints 
whose names they bear, as, e.g., S. i\ndrew's Church in Red· 
ruth is. They are called S. Euny's, or S. Mawes, or S. Just 
because S. Euny or S. Mawes or S. Just first built the church 
thet·e. The Celtic saints who evangelised Wales and Ireland 
and Scotland and Coruwall aud Brittany used to choose a spot 
for a church, generally where there was a ~pring (close to this 
church is a holy well, beside which a cross is said to have 
'>tood). They consecrated it by living there for forty days, 
fasting and praying, after which they built a tiny chapel of 
wood, or of small unhewn stones (such as you may see at 
lVIaciron and Gwithiau and Perranzalmloe). They were nearly 
all mouks and nuns, and they were usually accompanied by a 
few disciples, who lived with them, and wcrshipped in the 
little church they had built, and went out to preach and 
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administer the sacraments in the su• n undin~ district. You 
know how many places in ~omwali begin with Lan . . " Every 
Co1nish place-name bearing the prefix !an,". says Canon 
Taylor, " i111plies a monastic fotmdatior~." Comwall 1400 
yeats ago was covered with tiny monaslenes. 

The C01 nish saints lived a vet y lou~ time ago, and the lapse 
of time and destmctive ayencies (like the Danish invasion ami 
the Re£01 mation) have very largely swept away the records of 
theil" lives. Of many we know little bitt the~r. name~. Willia!-ll 
of Worcester, an English traveller who VIsited Coruwall m 
1478, before the Reformation, when each parish possessed a 
wdtten life of its patron saint, tells us th;tt · Euny was a brother 
of S. Erth (formerly Ergh) and S. la (palwn of S. lves,_forme_r­
ly S. le's). " Sanctus Vuy, ft at er Sancti Hetygh, Jacet .. m 
ecclesia parochiali Sancti Vuy prope 'Jillam Lall:mt . . eJns 
dies agitur die primo Febnuuii. ~Sancta Hya, 1~iest S~ynt Hy. 
soror Sancli Hetygh et sotor Sancti Vuy VIrgo, Jacet 111 

ecclesia pa!ochiali villae Seynt Hv." ("Saint Uny, brother of 
S. Hery~h, lies in the parish chmch ofS. Uny, ~·ear the tow_n of 
Lallant. His day is kept on Feb. 1st. S. Hva, l.e: S. Hy, sts.ter 
of S. Herygh and sister of S. Unv. Virgin, lies 111 the pansh 
church ofthe town of S. Hy,"-11ow S. Ives.) Euny therefore 
beloeged to a party of missionaries from lreland, among whom 

· were la, Herygh, Gwinnear, Elwin; Ct ewenna (patrol~ of 
Crowan), Breaca (Breage), Germoe and Sennen, whu (as Leland 
tells us) crossed in frail coracles and landed inS. Ives bay. Man) 
of them were put tn death by a Cornish chieftain called Teudor. 
Euny must have been an active evangelist in West Cornwall,· 
for his name is found in f<~r pari~hes, wl.tidl are by no me~ns 
close to each other. Be6ides bemg the patt on (t.e. the first 
builder, as explained) of the parish chur dtes~ of Le la ut and 
Redruth, he has a well (sw rouuded by the nuns of a .carved 
gt ani le shrine) called after him in Saucreerl parish ; and there 
is ~1 chapel in Weudron parish know11 as Merthe,:-Uny. _ 

" Tlte word Merther signifies a manyrdom, but more gener~ . 
ally a chitpe~ in h~notH of a mar\ yr. Uny (Eu•:y) was a. w~ll­
known Conush sa111t, therefore . Met ther Uny would stg!nfy 
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either the site d his marly1 dom and bm ial place, or a chapC~l 
of which he was the patron." (Euny does not seem to have 
been a martyr, and lt adition, as we have seen, gives Lelant as 
his burial place). 

"It is sutprising that Merther Uny did not become a parish 
as it seems to have enjoyed semi parochial dignity as late as the 
14th century. In the Poll Tax of 1377 it appears as' Parochia 
Sancti Ennini' (the parish of S. Eu:1y). . , • The chapel 
appears to have been rebuilt late in the 14th century[an:i re- "'r 
dedicated to S. Decumanus.) In 1397 Simon Body, \ricar of 
Wendron, obtained a licenc{ to celebrate in the Chapel of S. 
Decuman in his pat ish once a year, viz., on the feast day of the 
Saint, August 27th. The remains of the Chapel of Merther 
Uny stand in a circular and elevated plot, now a garden, but 
popularly called the ' churchyard.' Remains of hmt1an inter· 
ments have constantly been disclosed, and near the South 
enttance stands a magnificent Celtic cross of an enriched and 
most original design. Of the chapel itself, which was a plain 
rectangle, only the North wall is still standing, but four little 
twu-light windows of 14th century design have been removed 
for the pmpose of adorning a neighhouriug cowshed." (C. G. 
Hendersou). The chapel seems to have been used till the 18th 
century. 

The name Euny is found in Brittany. The Btshop of 
Vannes in 580 was called Eunius, and a Breton mystery pl.ty 
exists of which the title is •· Louis Eunius, or the Purgatory of.S. 
Patrick." Professor Loth says that S. Euny is the patron of 
Plevin (Plou-Evin or Ewin) near Carhaix. 

11. 

Now becau&e very little is known about many of these 
Celtic Saints, and because in.some cases (owin~ to the very 
fact that the true stmy of their lives has perished) some ratl1er 
childish legends about them have been hauded down to us by 

. second-rate writers, many people rush to tl.te couclusion that 
these old Saints Were harmless lunatics, or at any rate 
unintereslin~ personages. They are making a great mistake. 
We know very well what S Euny and the other Con.ish Saints 



must have been like, bec:m!'e more than one<·f the Celtic Saints 
h;ul the ~ood fortune to find as a biographer a really cap;~hle 
wtiter, who drew a truthful and vivid picture of his life. ·No 
biowaphy can be more human m more full of charna than 
Adamnan's Life of S. Calumba. \Vhat can be more fascinating· 
thau the story of S. Bmndan? · 

The story of the Celtic Saints, far from beinl! uninteresting, 
is a story of unequalled rom<~nce and poetic charm, for the 
Cell ic race is an imaginative and poetic race. You and I ougl!t 
to find the deepest interest in trying to reconstruct the Age of 
the Saints in Cornwall. · · 

I am •<oing to tell you what sort of man S. Eunv must. have 
been. I shall describe, first his outer life, and then hb inner 
life. 

(a) A thick forest covers this valley, and· all the. country 
bet\\ een Carn Brea and the sea. On the top of Carn Brea is 
a fort ;md little town, thousands of years old. S. Enny has come 
here because this little town is the chief centre of population 
in the district. The first thing that strikes you as you J()ok at 
him is his Celtic 'tonsure-all the hair of the front of. his head 
from ear to ear is shaved off, while from the back of hishead 
his long hair hangs down. He wears a white tuniC and coarse 
woollen clothes. He has hanging at his side a wallet containing 
two or three books and a little food, also· a case containing 
relics of the Saints. He has no money. He carries 'l 

shepherd's staff, and a large hell shaped lil{e a goat's bell.. 
(" Both the laity and clergy in Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
held in }.(real veneration portable bells, and staves-crooked at 
the top, and covered with gold, silver or brass," wrote Giraldu~ 
Cambrensis in his Description of \Vales in 1188. I have seen 
the great bell' of S. Paul Aurelian (patnfn of Paitl, near 
Penzance) in the cathedral of S. Pol de Leon in Brittany, the 
bell of S. Meriadec (patron of Camhorne) is preserved at Stival 
in the diocese of Vannes. that of S. Columbanus at Bobbio in. 
Italy. The Duke of Ar).!yle tells us in "A Breton Pilgrimage" 
how he saw the bell of S. Ronan carded in the processi<m at 
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the great Pardon of Locronan). Wherever Euny goes the 
people ask his. blessi11g " with extended arms and bowing 
head" (Gir. Camh.) He builds a church here, and hallows a 
churchyard round it, which at once becomes a little haven of 
rest in time of war, and a sanctuary, i.e-. a place of refuge to 
which you may flee if you have the misfortune to kill anyone. 
We have a Higher Sentry, i.e., . Sanctuary, close by our 
church here. " Their churches e11joy more than common 
tranquillity. For peace is not only preset yed towards all 
animals feeding in churchyards, but at a great distance beyond 
them, where certain boundaries and ditches have. been 
appointed by the bishops, in order to maintain the securit) of 
tpe Sanctuary.''-:-(Gir. Cam b.) 

(b) "Such was Euny in outward appearance But the 
influence which S. Euny was able to exercise over the people 
of West Coniwall was due to the vigou1 of his inner life, 
to the beauty and strength of his character. 

S. Euny was an apostolic man. It was partly. no doubt, 
O\vii1g to ·· the vagrant element in the Celtic spirit '• that he left 
his native country al1d came here. The Celtic Saints were ·• born 
to wander," but he came to Cornwall not simply out of love of 
travel, nor to make his fortune-as the active yotmg Cornishman 
to-day goes to Americ:i''or South Africa : "The Lord has said 
unto him," as to Abraham of old, •• Get thee out of thy country, 
and 'from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee." Like S. Paul, Euny is so full of the 
thought of the world to come that he feels he must go and tell 
others about Christ. He considers r,othing worthy of his 
thon)..(hts but God and heaven. He feels that'' one thing only 
is needful '' : He has "suffered the loss of all things that he 
may win Christ." He passes his life "in journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils in the wilderness. in perils in the sea, 
in weariness and painfulness. in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.'' Phi!. li I. : 8, 
II. Cor. xi. : 26, 27). 

S. Euny was a man ofheroic virtue and striking saintliness of 
life. What Giraldus Cambrensis said of Wales was true of 
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every Celtic people-" hermits and anchoriles more ~lrictly 
abstinent and more spiritual can uowhere be found ; for this 
nation is eamest in all its pursuits, and ueither worse men 
than the bad, nor better than the good, can be met with." 

He ami his companions "kept under their b;>dies '' .. (1. Cor. 
ix. 27) by rigid fasts and strict self-denial. The rule of the 
Irish mouk S. Columbanus was the strictest of all moua-stic 
rules. 

Fasting aud prayer go together (Matt. xvii. 21 ). Euny spent 
a great part of his time every day in frequent and eamest 
prayer.- This spot was ouce the sceue of almost ceaseless 
prayer. 

Euny was, like all the Celtic saints, a scholar aud a book 
lover. He carried with him a beautifully illuminated psalter 
and service book. 

He was prnbably a great friend of animals. "The wild 
beasts of the forest came to know Colnmbanus;- the birds would 
sellle on his hands, and the squit rels run down from Jhe tree 
tops to take shelter beneath his cowL Even a wolf, who lived 
in a cave high up ou the rocks, which Columbanus wished to 
make his place of retitement, gave up its den to him, and 
neither hurt nor disturbed him when he rested and prayed 
there." 

Euny was a very humble man. A Celtic saint (Angus the 
Culdee), a great scholar and preacher, was so distressed by th-e 
admiration all() praise he received that he fled in disguise to a 
strange monastery and asked to be admitted as a lay brother. 
" He said he wished for employment as a serving man, He 
cheerfully undertook the most laborious offices, and was engaged 
in field labour and the farmyard. He remained unknown for 
seven years, but at last his secret came out. l:le was sitting 
one day at work in the mo11astery barn, when he heard a child 
sobbing. He· found that it was a litt.le scholar from tlie 
nwnastery school hiding behind the straw, and very frightened 
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al being di~cov,ered. Be had not ptoperly le<~med his lesson, 
·and was a£1 aid to go to schooL He begl-(ed Angus not to send 
him to his master, but to hide l1im in the bam. Angus was 
sorry for the child, for ht~ had really tried to learn his lesson, 
but he wa~ not a clever boy, and the lesson was hard. Anl-(us 
took him in his arms aud comforted him, and after a while the 
child forgot his tronble ail(! fell aslt-t>p. Anl-(us sang the lesson 
over and over softly while the child was dozinl-(, and -talked to 
him about it gently, so that presently the child stood up and 
coull1 repeat it pe1 fectly from beginning to end. Angus then 
sent him to the teacher, who was so smprised at the way the 
ordinarily stupid pupil repeated his lesson, that he oblil(ed him 
to tell how he had le<lllled it. "He who has taught this child 
his lesson cannot be a mere set vint!-man," thought the Abbot, 
and it Hashed ac10ss hi~ mind tJwt it must be the monk Angus, 
who had disappeared suddenly seven yeat s ago, and who had 
never since been heard of. He ran to the barn, embracing 
Angus with tender affection, but 1 eproaching him with havin~ 
deprived them all of his learning and experience for so long a 
time. They became bos<>lll friends, a1Hl Angns returned to his 
literary work, and became .. The bt ight S1111 of the \iiJestem 
World." (Eieanor Hull: "Early Christian l1 eland"). Thus 
did the Celtic saints practice the maxim " Love to be 
unknown" long before the ''Imitation of Christ" was 
written. [Imit. Bk. I. c. ii.] 

Such was S. Euny, our patron saint. May v,e follow l1is 
example ! 

S. ~uny, 'Pray for us. 

... - ... - ..... - .. • ..... ..,. ........ ._"m...,.. - ... -------

NOTE. 
Dr. Botlase visited the well of S. Enny at Sancreed in the 

latter part of tho:: 18th century. He says:·· Two wolllen were 
here who came from a neighboming parish, and were busily 
employed in bathing a child. They both assured me, that 
people who had a mind to receive any benefit from St. Euny's 
well must come and wash upon the three first Wednesdays in 
May." 
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The place is called " Chaocl Uny." A writer in the 
"Gentleman's Magazine" for May, 1844, signing himself" P.'' 
dating his letter from Penzance1 says : "Chapel Uny is now 
totally ruined, though it is said to have been used for divine 
service four times in the year within the memory of persons but 
recently dead, and was certainly not long ago in tolerable 
preservation. 

------ . -.......... , ........ .,. ................... _ ........... ---.-. 

My best thanks are due to Scout Tom Clarfe, of the 2nd 
<J?.edtuth Troop B.P. Scouts, /or his artistic desig,n for the cover of 
this little boo le. 
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